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Presented to Hon. Monique Begin, ee ster 


INTRODUCTION 


tTrOleOtecnem.. We as 4 Commission are uae to 


# For decades, the history of Indian people and their leaders has been 
one of reacting to government decisions, and in this manner, Indians have 
been pushed and moulded into the government's Way OT a ene As a com- 
mission and as Indian people, we must truly have faith in our own ability 
to determine our cesta and not to be governed iran by the crisis at 
hand. Piewerreact in the usual way — for the political reason of the 
moment, rather than through clear perception of the reality that faces us, 
then we will continue to move blindly in our attempts to find a new direc- 
tion for our people. If we aoa Comte 007, Reet as a Federal respon- 
sibility, and a Federal responsibility alone, then that wil] a phe ciel 
the Peeennen to determine how our health services should be changed. 

The fact is that these health services have worked inadequately since 

their econ and it.is time for the Indian people to begin to take con- 
getner to find a new and 
better direction, to form new models 5 and begin to take the first steps to- 


wards achieving the dreams and aspirations: OF. Endjan. peopte. 
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¥ The recent governinent action in implementing its policy directive for 
health Services cutbacks is but the latest EE UIA) se the Anadequacy 
Olaeics health care Sete for the ‘Indian ae and the ES cone ~ 
that tne Indian people have had over their own health care system. roe 
seventy UTES Indian health services were controlled by the Department 
of Indian Affairs, and when this service Was seen as not being successful , 
it was turned over to the Depart unents of National Health and Welfare. hae 
33 years, the Department of Health and Welfare has been. trying to direct | 
health eeiice for teoemayan people, .and now that they too See the in- 
adequacy and lack of success in their own management of it, they are 

and territories. . 

trying to turn the reaTth care system over to aS. provinces /. it is time 
that the Indian people themselves arrive Ae an alternative method of health 
and health care delivery, for it is the Indian people themselves who must 
determine and control their health care system. Now that this review 7 
of health care by the Indian people has finally begun, action is ‘being: taken 
by the Rey: to asulee this roles NS subverting any conclusive work 


. that the “Indian people must accomplish on their own. The Indian. people of 


Canada by National Consensus therefore demand a moratoriuin on. the Policy 


FO 
18 


Directive ‘for Uninsured Services as well. as . an ene changes | in the Health’ ee 


ae eine the time OF its ‘Ghee Inquiry ‘aha Shad; NesTth. We ; 
“assert our aboriginal treaty. and constitutional rights to health care. and will 
Aré/ BHeDSHbY/AY/ examine the ULES eS in health care delivery open to us, 
and at the end of our Commission's work we will be prepared and in.a position 
to respond to the government's more recent imposed: resolutions. for ‘c hang “a, 


We, the Indian people must determine the course of action and Future soitee 


of our health services. 
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